NENEDD Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy - 2026 Survey

Q1 Part 1 - Background: Please note the sector you are representing
in your answers (mark only one response)

Answered: 188  Skipped: 0

County Government

General Public/Other

__— Municipal Government

Non-Profit/Community Organization

Tribal Government

\

Business Owner/Operator . L
Economic Development Organization

Answer Choices Percentage Responses
@ cCounty Government 4.26% 8
Municipal Government 31.38% 59
p
Tribal Government 1.06% 2
Economic Development Organization 14.36% 27
o p g
Business Owner/Operator 15.43% 29
o P
@ Non-Profit/Community Organization 6.38% 12
@ General Public/Other 2713% 51
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Q2 How many years have you lived in your community/county?

Answered: 187  Skipped: 1

/ Less than 5 years

5 to 10 years

Entire life \

\

More than 10 years

Answer Choices Percentage Responses
@ Lcssthan5years 4.81% 9
@® 50 10vyears 10.70% 20
@ Morethan 10 years 55.61% 104
@ Entire life 28.88% 54
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Q3 What is your age?

Answered: 186  Skipped: 2

80+ \( 20 to 29

70 to 79 \ / 30to 39
60 to 69 -
40 to 49
50to 59 /

Answer Choices Percentage Responses
@ 9and under 0% 0
@ 20t029 1.61% 3
@ 30to039 12.37% 23
® 40t049 26.88% 50
® 50t059 21.51% 40
@ 60069 23.66% 44
@® 0t079 12.90% 24
@ so+ 1.08% 2
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Answer Choices

@ Antelope
@ Boone
@ Burt

@ cedar
@ Colfax
@ cCunming
@® Dixon
@ Dodge
@ «nox

@ Madison

@ Nance

NENEDD Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy - 2026 Survey

Q4 Please select the county in which you reside.

Answered: 186  Skipped: 2

Wayne \ / Antelope
Thurston Boone

— \

T Burt
L Cedar
‘ Colfax

Nance — .\

Stanton

Platte ey

Pierce ———

Cuming
\ Dixon
Madison / \ \ Dodge
Knox
Percentage Responses

4.30% 8
4.30% 8
1.61% 3
10.75% 20
5.91% 1
3.23% 6
6.45% 12
8.06% 15
5.38% 10
20.97% 39
215% 4
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Answer Choices Percentage Responses
@ rierce 914% 17
Platte 5.38% 10
Stanton 2.69% 5
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Q5 What is your annual gross income (household/family)?

Answered: 185  Skipped: 3

( $0 to $24,999
[ $25,000 to $49,999

. / $50,000 to $74,999

Over $100,000 ~— '
\ $75,000 to $99,000
Answer Choices Percentage Responses
@ 3$0to $24,999 1.08% 2
@ $25.000t0 $49,999 7.57% 14
@ $50,000 to $74,999 16.76% 31
@ $75,000t0 $99,000 24.32% 45
@ Over $100,000 50.27% 93
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Q6 Which industry best describes the main focus of your place of work or
business?

Answered: 188  Skipped: 0
Utilities \

Retired

/ No current place of employment

Transportation ~~ Non-Profit

Technology — 4

Real Estate f\\
Construction '

A7 &

Government

—

\

Restaurant ———
Education Professional/Business
Services/Consulting

Other (please specify) Z

Finance

Health

Agriculture

Answer Choices Percentage Responses
@ Retired 7.45% 14
@ Mo current place of employment 1.06% 2
@ Non-Profit 7.45% 14
@ Government 26.06% 49
@ Professional/Business Services/Consulting 9.57% 18
@ Education 5.85% n
@ Agriculture 319% 6
@ Health 4.26% 8
@ Tourism/Leisure 0% 0
@ Restaurant 1.06% 2
@ rinance 13.83% 26
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Answer Choices Percentage Responses
@ Dining/Lodging 0.53% 1
Construction 1.06% 2
Real Estate 2.66% 5
@ Technology 1.60% 3
@ Transportation 2.66% 5
@ utilities 1.60% 3
Other (please specify) 1011% 19
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Q7. Part 2 - Opportunities/Needs of Community/County Services

Meets Needs

Utilities/Communication Systems:
Drinking water system

Sanitary sewer system
Garbage/recycle service

Drainage system/storm sewer system

Natural gas/propane service
Telephone service

Cell phone service

Electric services

TV/Cable services
Internet/Broadband services
Transportation:

Federal/state highways
County/township roads

City streets

Passenger air service

Freight transportation (truck)
Public transit system

Bike and pedestrian infrastructure
Quality of Life Facilities
Park/recreation/trail offerings
Retail and shopping services
Entertainment, nightlife, and dining
Community center/meeting rooms
Senior citizen center

Daycare options

Healthcare services

Library services

Arts/cultural programs/facilities

55.92%
56.45%
66.31%
63.98%
52.69%
80.75%
72.58%
64.52%
84.95%
63.98%
56.99%
47 15%
39.78%
33.16%
22.99%
16.22%
47 .31%
22.70%
26.88%
30.33%
51.87%
19.79%
20.43%
52.15%
39.78%
14.05%
55.14%
78.61%
39.34%
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Improvements

38.16%
32.80%
22.99%
24.73%
31.18%

8.02%

9.68%
30.65%
12.37%
19.89%
31.18%
30.89%
51.61%
49.73%
49.73%
14.05%
17.20%
27.03%
38.17%
47.54%
38.57%
52.94%
48.39%
30.65%
29.03%
44.86%
32.97%
12.30%
33.33%

Serious Problems

2.63%
8.60%
5.88%
7.53%
9.68%
0.53%
3.23%
3.76%
1.61%
4.30%
10.22%
11.38%
7.53%
13.37%
25.13%
5.95%
1.08%
10.27%
18.28%
10.66%
6.42%
22.99%
24.73%
12.90%
11.29%
29.19%
8.65%
1.60%
8.20%

N/A
0.66%
1.61%
1.60%
2.15%
2.15%
5.88%
8.60%
0.00%
0.00%
4.30%
0.00%
3.25%
0.00%
1.07%
0.53%
42.16%
13.98%
26.49%
9.14%
3.28%
0.00%
2.67%
3.76%
0.00%
6.45%
1.62%
1.08%
3.21%
4.37%

No Opinion
2.63%
0.54%
3.21%
1.61%
4.30%
4.81%
5.91%
1.08%
1.08%
7.53%
1.61%
7.32%
1.08%
2.67%
1.60%

21.62%
20.43%
13.51%
7.53%
8.20%
2.14%
1.60%
2.69%
4.30%
13.44%
10.27%
2.16%
4.28%
14.75%



Overall community appearance
Citizen involvement

Educational Opportunity Resources:
Pre-school opportunities
Elementary school opportunities
Secondary school opportunities
Post-secondary school opportunities
Housing:

Overall condition of housing stock
Availability of single-family homes
Availability of apartment units
Number of buildable lots
Contractor/builder availability
Nursing home units

Assisted living units

Overall affordability of housing

25.95%
23.37%
50.00%
54.89%
67.03%
63.78%
52.46%
21.50%
11.29%
11.83%
22.70%
25.95%
25.41%
29.73%
31.72%

9.29%
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64.32%
49.46%
36.21%
25.00%
17.84%
19.46%
25.14%
45.79%
54.30%
46.24%
40.54%
39.46%
45.95%
29.73%
31.72%
48.09%

8.65%
23.91%
4.31%
7.61%
4.32%
5.41%
3.83%
28.04%
30.11%
39.25%
29.73%
22.70%
20.00%
18.92%
14.52%
37.70%

0.54%
0.54%
2.59%
1.63%
2.16%
2.70%
9.84%
0.00%
1.08%
0.00%
1.08%
1.08%
0.54%
7.03%
8.60%
0.00%

0.54%
2.72%
6.90%
10.87%
8.65%
8.65%
8.74%
4.67%
3.23%
2.69%
5.95%
10.81%
8.11%
14.59%
13.44%
4.92%



Q8 What are the four mast impaortant resources or strengths your community/county has to
attract or encourage community/economic development?

Housing excellent |OCALION school system G re at People SC h OO I S Good
community avaiable INAUStry os.» small town

housing Great Schools Quallty Access WOFK excellent dOW ntown public SC hOOl S strong

CO m m u n Ity Location parkS highway nUI’SIng NOME need town schoo System OPpPOriuNnities great

bUSINESS events Strong targer Opportu nities Highways COIMIIMUN |ty Great
SChOOI available hOUSIﬂQ Goaod

town Strong parkS downtown bUSlneSS workforce SC h OOl Nice CO m m u n Ity suality I_OC al

opportunitie s gOOd Industries aval Iable district options
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Q9 What are the four higgest challenges your community/county faces in attracting or
encouraging community/economic development?

City high property taxes needs costs EﬂmmUﬂit}’ Quality MW Infrastructure AV&I Iab | I |ty Workforce LaijDl]S

Aﬂ:ordable HOUSIHQ opportunities HOUSIng Limited bUSIﬂESSES

Affordable b Ul |d I ng affordability A‘Jal Iab Ie Population Waler young people funds Shopping

City qualities TAXES town Daycare funding COSIS spaces Need affordable LaC k entertainment

housin 0 steet DUII businesses restaurants expessve COmmunity sign Limited

property taxes INfrastructure area

city retai dAycCare Building Stre et water h OusS | N g new I_aCk restaurants LIMItE@d w.
Affordable repr cCOmMmunity Funding

property Retail WOTKers daycare needs developer tFallS availabiity businessesc: COMmMmun |ty build

L aCk imitea MOUS N downtown INfrastructure avaiiable public water economic City
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Q10 Please list three specific community/economic development projects or opportunities
that should be addressed over the next five years:

Road continued WaTET improvements @XpPanding Attract BUI'dlng school C€Nter town Stre EtS

Downtown H ousin g community bUSINESS workforce NEW Port Authority
affordable housing mains Daycare communiy center Downtown Revitalization infrastructure

opportunities street repairs Affordable Housing chidcare IMProve industy Park funding NeW racilities

b US | NEeSS schools h ous I N g Daycare J O bS living STreets deveiopment

Im ProvVe Me NLS restaurants COMMUNILY nursing home options infrastructure

Affordable th_JSiﬂg Childcare recreation replacement Park projects new system Stre ets Upgrading

businesses.-...n0USINg...Improvements...... building

opportunities INfFASTIUCTUIE iocal Development Downtown community facilities
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Q11 Over the next 12 to 36 months, will you need assistance from the
Northeast Nebraska Economic Development District for any of the

following services?

Answered: 144  Skipped: 44

/ Conducting needs

assessments, strategic plans,

Other (please specify) \
income & attitude surveys

_— Identify available federal,
state, local, and private
resources to address needs
and goals

Provide loans for housing new ———__

construction

Provide loans for housing rehabilitation
Assist in preparation of
grant/loan applications for
community and economic

Administer grants, loans, and development
revolving loan funds projects/programs
Answer Choices Percentage
@ cConducting needs assessments, strategic plans, income & attitude surveys 6.25%

Identify available federal, state, local, and private resources to address needs and

goals 18.75%

Assist in preparation of grant/loan applications for community and economic

development projects/programs 20.83%

Assist business/industry with financial packaging 278%
@ Administer grants, loans, and revolving loan funds 9.03%
@ Provide market-rate or below market-rate loans to new and existing businesses 6.94%
@ Prrovide loans for housing rehabilitation 6.94%

Provide loans for housing down-payment assistance 4.86%
@ Prrovide loans for housing new construction 7.64%
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9

27
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Q12. Part 3 - The Local Economy

Labor costs

Utility costs

Availability of qualified employees

Availability of local development professionals
Availability of "spec" buildings or developable land
Availability of industrial space

Availability of office space

Availability of retail

Regulatory environment affecting business

Availability of outside professionals for economic/commu
Support from regional organizations for econcomic/comn
Support from federal government for economic/communi
Housing costs

Funding availability to start a new business

Funding availability for business expansion

Funding availability for community and infrastructure proj
Overall business climate

Distance and isolation from markets

Disadvantage

. Neutral
16.37% 67.25%
17.44% 59.88%
46.78% 36.84%
38.01% 43.27%
45.98% 3B.:51%
39.08% 39.66%
34.48% 47.13%
56.25% 32.39%
23.98% 68.42%
24.12% 54.71%
20.83% 48.21%
28.99% 54.44%
55.49% 35.84%
34.50% 43.86%
32.54% 45.56%
45.88% 40.00%
30.77% 49.70%
40.46% 42.77%

15/19

Advantage

16.37%
22.67%
16.37%
18.71%
15.52%
21.26%
18.39%
11.36%

7.60%
21.18%
30.95%
16.57%

8.67%
21.64%
21.89%
14.12%
19.53%
16.76%



Q13. How do the following economic factors compare to five years ago?

My household's economic circumstances
My business's economic circumstances

My community's/county's economic circumstances

Worse Same Better
25.42% 34.46% 40.11%
28.57% 46.58% 24.84%
41.71% 37.71% 20.57%

16/19



NENEDD Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy - 2026 Survey

Q14 In no particular order, which of the following do you view as the top
five economic/community development priorities for your
community/county over the next three to five years? (Mark no more than
5)

Answered: 182  Skipped: 6

Quality of life enhancements
Attracting new companies and/or workers

Improving
telecommunications

(broadband, cell phone,et/)\
Improving public infrastructure
(water, sewer, roads, etc.)
Improving access to quality healthcare —
Increased housing
stock/affordable housing

Helping entrepreneurs start
new companies

Attracting/retaining youth and
young families

Childcare expansion

Developing manufacturing businesses
Developmg retail/service businesses

DlverS|fy|ng the economy
Growing existing local companies

Answer Choices Percentage Responses

@ Access to technical assistance and planning for community/economic development 9.89% 18

@ Attracting new companies and/or workers 51.65% 94
Attracting/retaining youth and young families 57.69% 105
Childcare expansion 39.56% 72
Developing land and/or buildings for industrial and business parks 12.09% 22

@ Developing manufacturing businesses 15.93% 29

@ Developing retail/service businesses 31.32% 57
Developing/promoting tourism 9.89% 18

@ Diversifying the economy 1319% 24
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Answer Choices Percentage Responses
@ ctnhancing environmental protection 4.95% 9
‘ Expanding opportunities for value-added agricultural development 10.44% 19
@ rormingregional partnerships for economic development purposes 6.59% 12

Growing existing local companies 23.63% 43
. Helping entrepreneurs start new companies 19.23% 35
@ Increased housing stock/affordable housing 54.95% 100
@ mproving access to capital for businesses 7.69% 14
@ /mproving access to quality healthcare 12.64% 23

Improving educational opportunities 7.69% 14
@ mproving government cooperation 714% 13
@ mproving workforce skills (workforce education and training capabilities) 10.44% 19
‘ Improving public infrastructure (water, sewer, roads, etc.) 492.86% 78
@ mproving telecommunications (broadband, cell phone, etc.) 12.64% 23

Investing in renewable energy projects 6.04% 1
@ Marketing & promotion of the community/region 10.44% 19
@ OQuality of life enhancements 23.08% 42
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Q15 How well is your community prepared to recover economically from a
major disaster (flood, tornado, wildfire, extreme weather, etc.)?

Answered: 179  Skipped: 9

Very unprepared \ / Very well prepared

Somewhat unprepared \

Neutral \ Somewhat prepared
Answer Choices Percentage Responses
@ Very well prepared 9.50% 17
@ somewhat prepared 48.04% 86
Neutral 2179% 39
@ Somewhat unprepared 13.41% 24
@ Very unprepared 7.26% 13
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